Meeting Minutes 
Queen Mary Elementary School PAC Meeting 
May 21, 2024 /  7pm Virtual

Executive 
Chair: Sandra Nelson
Vice Chair: Amber Sessons
Secretary: Amber Sessions (filling in)
Treasurer: Raymond Wong
DPAC Rep: Natalia Kravchenko
Member at Large: Laura Atkins
Non-Voting Members
Elyssa Derban, Principal; Michelle Catlin, teacher; Ms. Senga, teacher
In attendance: 
Yang, Michael Stephen, Holly Liu, Jasmine Ma, Heidi Nienaber, Ann Glauser, Kuljit, Owen

Meeting
1. Welcome and Territorial Acknowledgement (Sandra)

2. Agenda
Amendments to Agenda:
a. Laura would like to present a motion to include a motion to contribute $750 towards our sister school from the general account. 
b. Second motion to include a motion to include $500 to the Grade 7 leaving ceremony from the PAC gaming account. 
c. All in favour. Approved. 

3. Minutes from April Meeting
a. Secretary lost the meeting minutes in a computer crash so unfortunately we don’t have any past minutes to post or approve. 

4. Earth Day event 
a. Laura – thank you to everyone who came out and to those who donated!
b. We need  volunteers to help water over the summer. 

5. Babysitting Course
a. Held Monday, April 22 for students ages 11+. 
b. 11 students joined the course. 
c. Went well. 
d. Feedback from parent (Heidi): Feedback from her son made Heidi wonder whether we should re-evaluate the provider (Link2Life). Lots of garbage produced during the course (diapers, band aids). “How to market yourself” was not covered in enough detail. 
e. We have used Link2Life before. 
f. Maybe we should provide feedback to Link2Life on that particular instructor. 
g. Elyssa Derban – suggest not doing it on a Pro-D day. Students were not that enthused to be there .

6. PAC Parent Education Session with Deborah McNamara 
a. Paid for by PAC. 
b. Was excellent content.
c. Recording is available to all parents x 3 weeks

7. Library Book-Raiser is happening now
a. Ms. Lam the librarian has created the online registry at Kids Books. 
b. Parents are encouraged to check it out and support. 

8. Teacher Appreciation Lunch
a. New Date! Wed, June 19 (moved because of track & field event)
b. We need volunteers! To organize food, cook, and donate. 
c. Please reach out to Sandra, PAC chair

9. Screenagers Screening
a. New Date June 19
b. In person screening in the school library
c. Aimed at grade 6 and 7 age group
d. Generously funded by a parent and supported by the PAC. 
e. We have a 1-year license which includes multiple screenings and also materials for teachers. 
f. We will not have babysitting for the first showing. 
g. Older children can come to the screening (e.g. grade 6 and 7)

10. Treasurers Report (April)
a. We have moved from HSBC to Royal Bank and saving $10/month
b. Some outflow of money for reimbursing people for Games & Movie Night and Multicultural Night. 
c. Overall, budget is healthy. 

11. Principals Report
a. Great Earth Day assembly where school launched soft plastics trial with City of Vancouver. Bring in your soft plastics. It will be in place until the end of the month. 
b. Dance Team competed at Gladstone Elementary. Thank you to Heidi! The team had a great time and did really well. 
c. Volunteer Appreciation Tea – thank you to those who attended. 
d. Earthquake Drill – very successful. 
e. Grade 7 camp a big success
f. Lots of fieldtrips
g. Div 7-14 will be performing in the gym on Wed, May 29th. They have prepared. We will need to limit to two adults per student. 
h. June 5 is “Welcome to Kindergarten” event. This is a very important time to orient families to Queen Mary. A rep from PAC will be there. 
i. June is Indigenous People’s Month. A Metis dance company will be performing and teaching. 
j. Grade 7 leaving ceremony – June 14
k. June 21 Sports Day
l. June 24 – Final Report Cards
m. June 26 – Year End Assembly
n. June 27th is last day of school!!!!

12. Teacher Rep Report Ms. Catlin / Ms. Senga
· Lots going on at school!
· Div 4-6 had an outstanding field trip with Ocean Ambassadors to build on knowledge of waterways, ocean, plastic pollution, conducted science experiments
· Div 7 & 8 – did a workshop entitled 7 Sacred Teachings (MOA)
· Div 9 – has started weekly full-day nature walks
· Div 10 and 11 – released salmon fry at Jericho
· Div 10 – purchased some books from Author’s visit and will do a follow up activity on Mixed Critters
· Div 12 – Mrs Myles is learning to program and code Edison Robots
· Div 13 – creating their own Mixed Critters
· Div 14 – Growing salad in the school garden
· Feedback: Teachers really enjoyed the authors visit. Thank you to the PAC for supporting. 

13. DPAC Report (Natalia)
a. City of Vancouver presented to DPAC on what City offers schools (e.g. walking school bus). Reduced rates on Mobi bikes for high school students. Street closures for no cars. Mini grants. 
b. Hub Cycling presenter on Bike to School Week. Queen Mary is participating. 
c. Parent Advocate presented on importance of safe infrastructure for school transportation. 
d. BCCC PAC AGM – Queen Mary participated in a learning capacity. 
e. DPAC needs more volunteers (especially a survey specialist). Parents interested should reach out. 

14. Games and Movie Night (Laura)
a. Thank you to Laura for her incredible work in putting on this event. 
b. Laura’s comments
i. Queen Mary community were quite last minute in buying tickets and pizza so that made it a bit challenging.  
ii. Total earnings $3729
iii. Laura noted that she will not be organizing the event next year so hopefully someone else will step up next year!
15. Direct Drive (Amber & Jasmine)
a. We are currently 17% of the way towards our $25K goal to purchase new technology for the school. 
b. We have a month left

16. Growing Smiles (Raymond)
a. It was a lot of work and only raised $277.92. 
b. If we can’t think of another way to get more parents purchasing then we probably should not do it next year. 
c. Plants were super high quality. 

17. Grade 7 Leaving Ceremony PAC Contribution
a. PAC typically makes a contribution 
b. Last year PAC contributed $350 from the Gaming Account
c. Last year’s expenses were $3490 and money brought in was $2590. 
d. This year’s expenses are expected to be around $4000. 
e. PAC exec determined we can increase PAC support to $500 this year. 
f. Motion: To contribute $500 to the Grade 7 leaving ceremony from the GAMING account.
g. MOTION CARRIES

18. Sister School Donation
a. QM has typically made an annual donation to our sister school, Queen Alexandra. 
b. We have enough money in our account to make this donation. 
c. Comment from a parent: can we get more clarity on why Queen Alexandra is our sister school? Why is QA our sister school? Is there a school that needs our help more? Is there another school that we should give the money to?
d. This motion did not go forward:  Motion: to approve a $750 donation to Queen Alexandra School from the General Account
e. Motion: to use this money for Queen Mary families to support events or opportunities? In recognition of the fact that families are Queen Mary are facing hardship, too. This $750 would augment existing Queen Mary funds that the school Principal has the discretion to give out. 
f. All motions are tabled for further discussion. 

19. PAC Exec Members and Event Coordinators are needed for next year. 
a. AGM is June 11th. People must submit their interest by June 7th.
b. We need the PAC positions to ensure that QM can apply for our gaming grant. 
c. PAC Open Positions
i. Chair or 2 co-chairs
ii. Vice Chair or 2 Vice Chairs
iii. Secretary
iv. Members at Large
d. Coordinators Needed
i. Website/Facebook coordinators
ii. Movie Night Coordinators (1-2 people)
iii. Winter Fair Coordinators (2-3 people)
iv. Spring Fair coordinators (2-3 people)
v. Teacher Appreciation Luncheon Coordinator (1-2 people)
vi. Grade 12 scholarship coordinator (1-2 people)
